
Assoc. Prof. Jaromír Honzák (born in Litoměřice in 1959) is a graduate of the Teplice 

Conservatory (upright bass) and the Department of Jazz Improvisation of JAMU. 

He soon became a versatile and sought-after accompanist whose talents have been tapped 

over the years by luminaries such as Karel Růžička and Emil Viklický as well as the Eben 

brothers and Iva Bittová. He had an opportunity to accompany international artists such as Art 

Farmer, Phil Wilson, Don Friedman, Amina Claudine Myers, Jorge Rossy, Chris Cheek and 

Victor Lewis. 

Honzák received a scholarship from Berklee College of Music in 1989 and went on to study 

for three semesters under the guidance of teachers including Bruce Gertz, Hal Crook, John 

LaPorta and others. Upon returning, he started pursuing his own musical ideas and has 

recorded nine albums under his own name to date. 

The albums and individual compositions have earned various awards home and abroad: the 

albums Early Music (2017), Uncertainty (2014), Little Things (2009), A Question To All Your 

Answers (2007) and Present Past (2003) won the Angel award of the Academy of Popular 

Music for the Best Czech Jazz Albums of the Year. The composition Old Couple scored 

points in The John Lennon Songwriting Contest, and Present Past succeeded in the USA 

Songwriting Competition. Constant Struggle from the album Present Past was published in 

The European Real Book by Sher Music Co. The album A Question To All Your Answers 

came third in the Instrumental Jazz category of the Just Plain Folks jazz competition. 

Jaromír Honzák is the Head of the Jazz Interpretation Department of HAMU in Prague where 

he was appointed Associate Professor in 2018. 

Serving on the Academic Senate of AMU, he intends to hold the side that promotes the 

school’s openness towards the diversity of art forms and genres, accepting artistic and social 

challenges of the present times, and developing intensive international cooperation. 


